
 

A Cornish mining bibliography (draft only – to be updated) 

 
For convenience, the titles are grouped into the following categories which represent 
important aspects of mining within Cornwall and west Devon. 

 General 

 The Industrial Revolution 

 Mining, Processing and Administration 

 Mining Transport 

 Engineering 

 Mining Related Industries 

 Mining Settlements and Mineworkers’ Smallholdings 

 Great Houses, Estates and Mining Dynasties 

 Mining Social Infrastructure 

 Mineralogy  

 The Cornish Overseas 
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Agricola, G. (1556) De Re Metallica. Translated from the first Latin edition with biography, 1950. 
New York: Dover Publications 
 
Balchin, W. G. V. (1954) The Cornish Landscape. London: Hodder & Stoughton 
 
Barton, D. B. (1961) A History of Copper Mining in Cornwall and Devon. Truro: D. Bradford 
Barton Ltd. 
 
Barton, D. B. (1965) A Guide to the Mines of West Cornwall. 2nd ed. Truro: D. Bradford Barton 
Ltd. 
 
Barton, D. B. (1968) Essays in Cornish Mining History, Vol. 1. Truro: D. Bradford Barton Ltd. 
 
Barton, D. B. (1970) Essays in Cornish Mining History, Vol. 2. Truro: D. Bradford Barton Ltd. 
 
British Parliamentary Papers (1799) 1st series, Vol. 10. 653. Report from the select committee 
adopted to enquire into the state of the copper mines and copper trade of the Kingdom 
 
British Parliamentary Papers (1841) 317 Vol. 20. 97. Minutes of the Committee of Council on 
Education (Report by Seymour Tremenheere Esq. On the state of Education in the Mining 
Districts of Cornwall) 
 
British Parliamentary Papers (1842) 380 Vol. 15. 1. Report of Commissioners for inquiring into 
the Employment and Condition of Children in Mines and Manufactories (Report by Charles 
Barham on the Employment of Children and Young Persons in the Mines of Cornwall and 
Devonshire. And on the State, Condition, and Treatment of such Children and Young Persons) 
 



British Parliamentary Papers (1852-53) 1690 Vol. 89. 1. Census of Religious Worship (England 
and Wales) 
 
British Parliamentary Papers (1856) 346 Vol. 16. 1. Report from the select Committee appointed 
to inquire into the law and practice with respect to the rating of mines 
 
British Parliamentary Papers (1864) Vol. 24. 1-2 Report of Commissioners Appointed to Inquire 
into the Condition of all Mines in Great Britain to which the Provisions of the act 23 & 24 Vict. C 
151 do not Apply 
 
British Parliamentary Papers (1868-9) Vol. 56. 483. Return of all Mines within the Stannaries of 
Cornwall and Devon Registered as Joint Stock Companies in each year from the passing of the 
Joint Stock Companies Act (1844) to the 31

st
 day of December 186; distinguishing whether 

registered with Limited or Unlimited Liability and whether Registered in London or Truro 
 
British Parliamentary Papers (1884) Vol. 30, Report of the Royal Commission on the Housing of 
the Working Classes 
 
Buckley, J. A. (1989) Cornish Mining – Underground. Penryn: Tor Mark PressBuckley, J. A. 
(1990) Cornish Mining - at Surface. Penryn: Tor Mark Press 
 
Buckley, J. A. (1992) The Cornish Mining Industry: A Brief History. Penryn: Tor Mark Press 
 
Buckley, J. A. (2005) The Story of Mining in Cornwall: a world of payable ground. Fowey: 
Cornwall Editions 
 
Bullen, L. J. (2000) Mining in Cornwall – Vol 3: Penwith and South Kerrier. Stroud: Tempus 
 
Bullen, L. J. (2001) Mining in Cornwall – Vol 4: Hayle to Kerrier and Carrick. Stroud: Tempus 
 
Bullen, L. J. (2002) Mining in Cornwall – Vol 5: The North Coast. Stroud: Tempus 
 
Bullen, L. J. (2003) Mining in Cornwall – Vol 6: Mid Cornwall to the Tamar. Stroud: Tempus 
 
Bullen, L. J. (2004) Mining in Cornwall – Vol 7: South Crofty Mine - The East Pool & Agar Mines. 
Stroud: Tempus 
 
Burke, G. (1981) ‘The Cornish Miner and the Cornish Mining Industry 1870-1921’, unpublished 
D. Phil thesis. London: London University 
 
Burt, R. (1972) Cornwall’s Mines and Miners: nineteenth century studies by George Henwood. 
Truro: D. Bradford Barton Ltd. 
 
Burt, R., Waite, P. and Burnley, R. (1984) Devon and Somerset Mines: metalliferous and 
associated minerals, 1845-1913. Exeter: The University of Exeter Press 
 
Burt, R. (1984) The British Lead Mining Industry. Redruth: Dyllansow Truran 
 
Burt, R. and Waite, P. (1988) Bibliography of the History of British Metal Mining. Exeter: 
University of Exeter Press 
 
Carew, R. (1602) The Survey of Cornwall, Reprinted 2000. Penryn: Tor Mark Press 
 
Earl, B. (1968) Cornish Mining - the Techniques of Metal Mining the West of England, Past and 
Present. Reprinted 1994. St Austell: Cornish Hillside Publications 
 
Gerrard, G. A. M. (1986) The Early Cornish Tin Industry. An Archaeological and Historical 
Survey Unpublished PhD thesis. Wales: University of Wales 
 
Gerrard, S. (2000) The Early British Tin Industry. Stroud: Tempus 
 
Greenwood, J. (1999) The Industrial Archaeology and Industrial History of South Western 
England. A Bibliography. Cardiff: Merton Priory Press 
 



Hatcher, J. (1973) English Tin Production and Trade before 1550. Oxford: Clarendon Press 
 
Herring et al. Bodmin Moor - An archaeological survey Volume 2: The industrial and post-
medieval landscapes (forthcoming) 
 
Jenkin, A. K. H. (1927) The Cornish Miner. Reprinted 3

rd
 edition 1972. Newton Abbot: David & 

Charles 
 
Jenkin, A. K. H. (1961-81) Mines and Miners of Cornwall, Vols. 1-16. Various publishers 
 
Jenkin, A. K. H. (1974 & 1981) Mines of Devon. (Two volumes), 2

nd
 edition 2005; Ashbourne: 

Landmark Publishing Ltd. 
 
Lee, C. H. (1979) British Regional Employment Statistics 1841-1971. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press 
 
Leifchild, J. R. (1855) Cornwall, Its Mines and Miners. Reprinted 1857, 1862; 2

nd
 edition 1968 

as: Library of industrial classics No.24. London: Frank Cass & Co. 
 
Lewis, G. R. (1907) The Stannaries: A Study of the Medieval Tin Miners of Cornwall and Devon. 
Reprinted 1965. Truro: D. Bradford Barton Ltd. 
 
Mining Villages Project 2000, The Mining Villages: An exploration of the Gwennap Mining Area, 
Mining Villages Regeneration Project 
 
Noall, C. (1989) Cornish Mine Disasters. Redruth: Dyllansow Truran 
 
Orchard, W. G. (1990) A Glossary of Cornish Mining Terms. Redruth: Dyllansow Truran 
 
Schwartz, S. P. (2000) ‘”No Place for a Woman”: Gender at Work in Cornwall’s Metalliferous 
Mining History’ In: Payton, P. (ed.) Cornish Studies 8. 69-96. Exeter: University of Exeter Press 
 
Stanier, P. (1990) Cornwall’s Mining Heritage. Truro: Twelveheads Press 
 
Stanier, P. (1994) Cornwall’s Mining Heritage. Truro: Twelveheads Press 
 
Thomas, H. (1896) Cornish Mining Interviews. Camborne: publisher unknown 
 
Todd, A. C., and Laws, P. (1972) Industrial Archaeology of Cornwall. Newton Abbot: David & 
Charles 
 
Trounson, J. H. and Bullen, L. J. (1999) Mining in Cornwall – Vol 1: The Central District. Stroud: 
Tempus 
 
Trounson, J. H. and Bullen, L. J. (1999) Mining in Cornwall – Vol 2: The County Explored. 
Stroud: Tempus 
 
Vivian, J. (1990) Tales of the Cornish Miner. Penryn: Tor Mark Press 
 

The Industrial Revolution 
 
Benson, I. and Lloyd, J. (1983) New Technology and Industrial Change: The Impact of the 
Scientific-Technical Revolution on Labour and Industry. London: Kogan Page 
 
Berg, M. (1994) The Age of Manufactures 1700-1820: Industry, Innovation and Work in Britain. 
London: Routledge 
 
Berg, M. (1993) ‘What Difference Did Women's Work Make to the Industrial Revolution?’ History 
Workshop Journal. Vol. 35, 22-44 
 
Berlanstein, L. R. (ed.) (1992) The Industrial Revolution and Work in Nineteenth-Century 
Europe. London: Routledge 
 
Brinley, T. (1993) The Industrial Revolution and the Atlantic Economy. London: Routledge 



Burt, R. (1995) ‘The transformation of the non-ferrous metals industries in the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries’, Economic History Review. Vol. 48, No.1. 23-44 
 
Cohen, M. (1984) "Changing Perceptions of the Impact of the Industrial Revolution on Female 
Labor," International Journal of Women's Studies. Vol. 7. 291-305 
 
Crafts, N. F. R. (1985) British Economic Growth during the Industrial Revolution. Oxford: 
Clarendon Press 
 
Deacon, B. (1997) ‘Proto-industrialisation and potatoes: a revised narrative for nineteenth 
century Cornwall’. In: Cornish Studies. Vol. 5. 60-84. Exeter: University of Exeter Press  
 
Deacon, B. (1998) ‘Proto-regionalisation: the case of Cornwall’, Journal of Regional and Local 
Studies. Vol.18, No.1. 27-41 
 
Gale, W. K. V. (1975) ‘Iron in the Cornish Industrial Revolution’. In: Journal of the Trevithick 
Society. Vol. 3. 22-42. Camborne: The Trevithick Society 
 
Glen, R. M. (1983) Urban Workers in the Early Industrial Revolution. London: Croom Helm 
 
Hopkins, E. (1982) ‘Working Hours and Conditions during the Industrial Revolution: A Re-
Appraisal’. In: Economic History Review. Vol. 35. 52-66 
 
Hudson, P. (ed.) (1989) Regions and Industries: A Perspective on the Industrial Revolution in 
Britain. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 
 
Hudson, P. (1992) The Industrial Revolution. London: Hodder Arnold  
 
Landes, D. (1969) The Unbound Prometheus: Technological Change and Industrial 
Development in Western Europe from 1750 to the Present. Reprinted 2003. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press 
 
Laqueur, T. W. (1974) ‘Literacy and Social Mobility in the Industrial Revolution in England’. In: 
Past & Present. Vol. 64. 96-107 
 
Lindert, P. H. and Williamson, J. G. (1983) ‘English Workers' Living Standards during the 
Industrial Revolution: A New Look’. In: Economic History Review. Vol. 36. 1-25 
Mathias, P. (1983) The First Industrial Nation: An Economic History of Britain 1700-1914. 2nd 
ed. London: Methuen 
 
Mokyr, J. (ed.) (1993) The British Industrial Revolution: An Economic Perspective. Bolder: 
Westview Press 
 
Nardinelli, C. (1990) Child Labor and the Industrial Revolution. Bloomington: Indiana University 
Press  
 
Pollard, S. (1981) Peaceful Conquest: The Industrialization of Europe 1760-1970. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press 
 
Richards, E. (1993) ‘The Margins of the Industrial Revolution’, In: O’Brien, P. and Quinault, R. 
(eds.) The Industrial Revolution and British Society. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 
 
Rowe, J. (1993) Cornwall in the Age of the Industrial Revolution. 2nd ed. St Austell: Cornish 
Hillside Publications 
 
Sanderson, M. (1974) ‘Literacy and Social Mobility in the Industrial Revolution in England: A 
Rejoinder’. In: Past & Present. Vol. 64. 108-112 
 
Schwartz, S. P. (2001a) ‘Exporting the Industrial Revolution: Trevithick and the Migration of 
British Steam-Engineering Technology to Latin America’. In: Journal of the Trevithick Society. 
No. 28. 3-12. Camborne: The Trevithick Society 
 
Schwartz, S. P. (2002) ‘Exporting the Industrial Revolution: The Migration of Cornish Mining 
Technology to Latin America in the Early Nineteenth Century’, in Will Kaufman and Heidi 



Macpherson (eds.). In: Transatlantic Studies: New Perspectives. 143-158. New York: University 
Press of America 
 
Stearns, P. N. and Walkowitz, D. J. (ed.) (1974) Workers in the Industrial Revolution. New 
Brunswick: Transaction Books 
 
Taylor, A. J. (ed.) (1975) The Standard of Living in Britain in the Industrial Revolution. London: 
Methuen 
 
Thackray, A. (1970) ‘Science and Technology in the Industrial Revolution’. In: History of 
Science. Vol. 9. 76-89 
 
Thomis, M. I. (1974) The Town Labourer and the Industrial Revolution. London: Batsford 
 
Tunzelmann, N. Von. (1981) ‘Technical progress during the industrial revolution’. In: Floud and 
McCloskey (eds.) The Economic History of Britain since 1700. Vol. 1, 1700-1860. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press 
 

Mining, Processing and Administration 
 
Anon. (1974) Laws of the Stannaries of Cornwall 1753 (with a new Introduction by R.R. 
Pennington). Camborne: The Trevithick Society 
 
Atkinson, B. (1988) Mining Sites in Cornwall and South West Devon. Redruth: Dyllansow Truran 
 
Atkinson, R. L. (1985) Tin and Tin Mining In Cornwall. Princes Risborough: Shire Publications 
Ltd. 
 
Atkinson, B. (1994) Mining Sites in Cornwall. Vol. 2. Redruth: Dyllansow Truran 
 
Barton, D. B. (1971) An Introduction to the Industrial Archaeology of Cornwall. Truro: D.  
 
Bradford Barton Ltd. 
 
Barton, D. B. (1970) The Story of Cornwall's Engine Houses. Truro: D. Bradford Barton Ltd. 
 
Barton, D. B. (1969) The Cornish Beam Engine: Its History and Development. Reprinted 1989. 
Truro: D. Bradford Barton Ltd. 
 
Barton, D. B. (1961) Copper Mining in Cornwall and Devon. Truro: D. Bradford Barton Ltd. 
 
Barton, D. B. (1967) A History of Tin Mining and Smelting in Cornwall. Truro: D. Bradford Barton 
Ltd. 
 
Barton, D. B. (1989) Cornwall's Engine Houses. Penryn: Tor Mark Press 
 
Booker, F. (1971) The Industrial Archaeology of the Tamar Valley. Newton Abbot: David & 
Charles 
 
Brooke, J. (1980) Stannary Tales: the Shady Side of Mining. Truro: Twelveheads Press 
 
Brooke, J. (1994) The Tin Streams of Wendron. Truro: Twelveheads Press 
 
Brooke, J. (2001) (ed.) The Kalmeter Journal. Truro: Twelveheads Press 
 
Brooks. T. (2001) Castle-an-Dinas – Cornwall’s Premier Wolfram Mine. St Austell: Cornish 
Hillside Publications 
 
Brooks, T. and Watton, J. (2002) King Edward Mine. St Austell: Cornish Hillside Publications 
 
Brown, K. and Acton, B. (1994) Exploring Cornish Mines. Truro: Landfall Publications 
 
Brown, K. and Acton, B. (1995) Exploring Cornish Mines. Vol. 2. Truro: Landfall Publications 
 



Brown, K. and Acton, B. (1997) Exploring Cornish Mines. Vol. 3. Truro: Landfall Publications 
 
Brown, K. and Acton, B. (1999) Exploring Cornish Mines. Vol. 4. Truro: Landfall Publications 
 
Brown, K. and Acton, B. (2001) Exploring Cornish Mines. Vol. 5. Truro: Landfall Publications 
 
Buck, C. (1998) Tamar Valley – Preliminary assessment of industrial sites of archaeological 
importance. Truro: Cornwall Archaeological Unit 
 
Buck, C. (2002) Devon Great Consols Mine – Archaeological Assessment. Truro: Cornwall 
Archaeological Unit 
 
Buck, C. (2003) Bedford Mines – Archaeological Assessment. Truro: Cornwall Archaeological 
Unit  
 
Buckley, J. A. (1982) A History of South Crofty Mine. Redruth: Dyllansow Truran 
 
Buckley, J. A. (1987) Tudor Tin Bounds: West Penwith. Redruth: Dyllansow Truran 
 
Buckley, J. A. (1988) A Miner’s Tale: the Story of Howard Mankee. Pool: Penhellick Publications  
 
Buckley, J. A. (1993) Geevor Mine. Truro: Cornwall County Council 
 
Buckley, J. A. (2000) The Great County Adit. Pool: Penhellick Publications 
 
Buckley, J. A. (2007) Princes of the working valley: the day & night book of two Dolcoath Mine 
Captains 1822-23. Mount Hawke: Truran  
 
Burt, R. (1969) (ed.) Cornish Mining: Essays on the Organisation of Cornish Mines and the 
Cornish Mining Economy. Newton Abbot: David & Charles 
 
Burt, R. (1972) Cornwall’s Mines and Miners: nineteenth century studies by George Henwood. 
Truro: D. Bradford Barton Ltd. 
 
Burt, R. (1976) John Taylor, Mining Entrepreneur and Engineer, 1779-1863. Buxton: Moorland 
Publishing Company 
 
Burt, R. (1988) ‘Arsenic - Its Significance for the Survival of South Western Metal Mining in the 
Late Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Centuries’. In: Journal of the Trevithick Society. Vol. 15. 5-
26. Camborne: The Trevithick Society 
 
Burt, R. (1998) ‘Proto-industrialisation and “stages of growth” in the metal mining industries’. In: 
Journal of European Economic History. Vol. 27, No. 1. 85-104 
 
Burt, R. and Kudo, N. (1983) ‘The adaptability of the Cornish cost book system’. In: Business 
History. Vol. 25. 30-41 
 
Burt, R., Waite, P., Burnley, R. (1984), Devon and Somerset Mines: metalliferous and 
associated minerals, 1845-1913. Exeter: The University of Exeter Press 
 
Burt, R. and Timbrell, M. (1987) ‘Diversification as a response to decline in the mining industry: 
Arsenic and south-western metal production’. In: Journal of Interdisciplinary Economics 2. 31-54 
 
Burt, R., Waite, P. and Burnley, R. (1987), Cornish Mines: metalliferous and associated 
minerals, 1845-1913. Exeter: The University of Exeter Press 
 
Collins, J. H. (1912) Observations on the West of England Mining Region – Vol. 14 of the 
transactions of the Royal Geological Society of Cornwall. Reprinted 1988. Truro: Cornish Mining 
Classics   
 
Corin, J. (1992) Levant – A Champion Cornish Mine. Camborne: The Trevithick Society 
 
Dines, H. G. (1988) The Metalliferous Mining Region of Southwest England: Vols. I and II with 
additional Addenda and Corrigenda by K.E. Beer. London: HMSO 



Douch, H. L. (1964) East Wheal Rose. Truro: D. Bradford Barton Ltd. 
 
Earl, B. (1996) The Cornish Arsenic Industry. Pool: Penhellick Publications  
Gerrard, S. and Sharpe, A. (1985) ‘Archaeological Survey and Excavation at Wheal Prosper Tin 
Stamps, Lanivet’. In: Cornish Archaeology. Vol. 24. 24. Truro: Cornwall Archaeological Society 
 
Goodridge, J. C. (1964) ‘Devon Great Consols: A study of Victorian mining enterprise’. In: 
Devonshire Association Transactions. Vol. 96. 228-268. Exeter: The Devonshire Association 
 
Greeves, T. (1986) Tin Mines and Miners of Dartmoor - a Photographic Record. Exeter: Devon 
Books 
 
Greeves, T. (1992) ‘Adventures with Fiery Dragons - the Cornish Tinner in Devon from the 15th 
to the 20th Century’. In: Journal of the Trevithick Society. No. 19. 2-17. Camborne: The 
Trevithick Society  
 
Harris, H. (1968) Industrial Archaeology of Dartmoor. Newton Abbot: David & Charles 
 
Hall, G. W. (2000) Mines of the Sixties. Ludlow: Griffin 
 
Harris, T. R. (1974) Dolcoath: Queen of Cornish Mines. Camborne: The Trevithick Society 
 
Heffer, P. (1985) East Pool and Agar: A Cornish Mining Legend. (ed. Trounson, J. H.) Redruth: 
Dyllansow Truran 
 
Herring, P. and Thomas, N. (1990) The Archaeology of Kit Hill. Truro: Cornwall Archaeological 
Unit 
 
Jenkin, A. K. H. (1974) Mines of Devon: The Southern Area. Vol.1. Newton Abbot: David & 
Charles 
 
Jenkin, A. K. H. (1981) Mines of Devon: North and East of Dartmoor. Exeter: Devon Library 
Services 
 
Le Marchant, R. (1987) ‘The Dressing of Copper Ores’. In: Tamar Journal, Vol. 9. Morwellham: 
Friends of Morwellham 
 
Lewis, J. (1997) A Richly yielding Piece of Ground: the Story of Fowey Consols Mine near St  
Blazey. St Austell: Cornish Hillside Publications 
 
Moissenet, L. V. (1862) ‘De L'extraction dans les mines de Cornwall. Puits inclins et couds’. In: 
Annales des Mines, s‚r.6, tome 2. 155-272 
 
Morrison, T. A. (1980) Cornwall’s Central Mines: the Northern District 1810-1895. Penzance: 
Alison Hodge 
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Alison Hodge 
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Newman, P. (ed.) (1996) Mining and Metallurgy in South-West Britain. Matlock: Peak District 
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Noall, C. (1970) Levant: the Mine Beneath the Sea. Truro: D. Bradford Barton Ltd. 
 
Noall, C. (1972) Botallack. Truro: D. Bradford Barton Ltd. 
 
Noall, C. (1973) The St Just Mining District. Truro: D. Bradford Barton Ltd. 
 



Noall, C. (1983) Geevor. Penzance: Geevor Tin Mines PLC 
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1850’. In: Industrial Archaeology. Vol. 12. 102-110 
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Barton D. B. (1964) A Historical Survey of the Mines and Mineral Railways of East Cornwall and 
West Devon. Truro: D. Bradford Barton Ltd. 
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